Ihough the Romanian gov %mﬁ% i’z% %a:;faga oaying monhly pen-

siops o Romanian ﬁriﬁe;::% ust survivors, the resirictions i has placed

on eligibility have meant that thousands of Romanian survivors have
not benehted, according 1o the World Jewish Restintion Organizanion.

The new law, adopied in Novermber Zﬁié or e fe dpe asiared pent
sions to non-Romanian citizens who were Holocaust survivors, Until then,
pensions were I%Siﬁﬂﬁ‘ﬁ o asimm a}z{i é&% m;% cover all of those who fled

e coun mumist nile. But becanse of
whatthe W 5&{} @&mﬁﬁé a8 ”“a host of redd %ﬁ@ﬁ %iﬁ% complications"only a
few thousand survivors have been able o berefit iz%z e pensions,

 Amonz the g%’i}%i?ﬁéﬁi thousands of ﬁ?@iﬁm@iﬁ are no longer fluent in

%%{zmamm and can't read the application form. As s resull, the WIRO hing
suggested to Romania that the forms be translated into English: that 2 website
be created in English and other languages to help survivors complete the ap-
phication process; that all applications and supporting docurments be accepred
in Enplish: dhat 3t seeent ol applications et are recerved by madl instead of
insisting that they be presented in person; and that it zsﬁmiﬂ% someone fnthe
Labor Ministry to answes all questions sboul the process by phone or e
bothin Boglish and Romanian,

In addition, the WIRL seid the government should not insist that sur

vors present a list of decuments proving iheir persecution and identity %%’?’Wﬁ
that has already been established by the Tsmell sovernment or the German
government through the Conference on Eﬁ@v;%%z Matorinl Claims Againgt
{éemaﬁ}

{Hdeon Tavior, WIEDY s chair of operations, noted that there are “thou
sands of Holocaust survivors from Romania Hving in poverty.” He noted
that Israel's Ministry of Finance has recognized more than 1,100 Romanian
Holocaust survivors Hving oo e than 3200 shekels (33707 a month, the
fowest incone byvelin e counpry, The Rovandan sension would give them
400 Romarian lei a month, about $100 or 350 Jsraeli shekels.

Meanwhile, the Furopean Parliament has passed a resolution strongly
urging its member states to establish practices 1o identify and recover stolen
works of art and cultural #orms such as books, manuseripts and viual fers
looted by the Nagis.

Tavior said this move is another step towards seeking justice Tollowing
the Tarpest culiuml thefl In Blmtory, | WIRD has tong called for heiohiened
provenance research and removal of the many obstacles that survivors and
i ] s face in rectverin what was so wionzfully taken from them”

The resolution estirnates that millions of cultural items were looted during
the war — cluding 65 000 works of ant, 11000 of which are still ruissing.
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